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DEFINITIONS

Controlled Area Boundary (CAB) means a bounded area immediately surrounding an 
independent spent fuel storage installation (ISFSI) for 
which SONGS exercises authority over its use and where 
ISFSI operations are performed. The proposed CAB is 
depicted as a dotted red line in figure 1 and is not a 
physical barrier.

Exclusion Area Boundary (EAB) means a bounded area surrounding the reactor(s) in which 
SONGS has the authority to determine all activities 
including exclusion or removal of personnel and property 
from the area. The EAB is depicted as a green line in 
figure 1 and is not a physical barrier.

ISFSI Protected Area means the physical, fence line barrier immediately 
surrounding the ISFSI but inside the CAB. The ISFSI 
Protected Area is depicted as a dotted black line in 
figure 2.

Owner Controlled Area (OCA) is an area that encompasses all areas contiguous to the 
reactor site property that is owned or leased by SONGS 
over which they exert control. SONGS can limit access to 
this area for any reason. The owner controlled area is 
bounded by a physical perimeter. The OCA is depicted as 
a solid yellow line in figure 1. 



1.0 INTRODUCTION

By letter dated December 16, 2021, Southern California Edison (SCE) requested an exemption 
from the title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) part 72.106(b) requirement that 
the minimum distance from an independent spent fuel storage installation (ISFSI) to the ISFSI 
Controlled Area Boundary (CAB) be at least 100 meters (m) (SCE, 2021). SCE requests the 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) approval to modify the existing CAB at the San 
Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) ISFSI to be in some places less than the 100m 
required distance. On March 31, 2022, the NRC accepted SCE’s application for detailed 
technical review (NRC, 2022a).

In accordance with 10 CFR 51, “Environmental Protection Regulations for Domestic Licensing 
and Related Regulatory Functions,” that implements the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969, as amended (NEPA), the NRC staff’s environmental review of the proposed exemption 
request is documented in this environmental assessment (EA).  

1.1 Proposed Action

SCE requests NRC approval for an exemption to the requirement in 10 CFR 72.106(b) for the 
SONGS ISFSI. Figure 1, San Onofre Site Boundary Location Map, shows a color-coded 
depiction of the various boundaries in relation to the SONGS ISFSI. 10 CFR 72.106(b) requires 
the minimum distance from an ISFSI to the ISFSI CAB be at least 100m (328 feet [ft]). Any 
individual located on or beyond the nearest boundary to the controlled area may not receive 
from any design basis accident the more limiting of a total effective dose of 5 roentgen 
equivalent man (rem) (0.05 Sv), or the sum of the deep-dose equivalent and the committed 
dose equivalent to any individual organ or tissue (other than the lens of the eye) of 50 rem. 

When the SONGS ISFSI was constructed, the SONGS ISFSI CAB was established with the 
same boundary as the reactor Exclusion Area Boundary (EAB). Thus, all the arrangements with 
local agencies for the ability to remove people from the thruways post-accident applied to the 
reactors and the ISFSI. SCE proposes to establish the ISFSI CAB at or within the site boundary 
near the ISFSI, which coincides with the physical boundaries of the site (SONGS, 2021). In 
some areas, the distance would be less than 100 m (328 ft). The areas that would be within 
100 m (328 ft) are the North Industrial Area (NIA) seawall to the west of the ISFSI and the 
Owner Controlled Area (OCA) fence line. If approved, this would result in the minimum distance 
from the closest storage location in the ISFSI to the CAB of 38 m (125 ft) on the western 
(seaward) side and 95 m (312 ft) on the eastern (landward) side. This also results in a minimum 
distance from the ISFSI Protected Area (PA) fence line to the CAB of 16.6 m (54.4 ft) on the 
western (seaward) side and 75 m (246 ft) on the eastern (landward) side. Figure 2, ISFSI 
Protected Area to CAB Schematic, shows the proposed boundary in relation to the 100 m (328 
ft) distance requirement, and figure 3, ISFSI layout, shows the position of the Transnuclear and 
Holtec systems. 
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Figure 1. San Onofre Site Boundary Location Map (Source: SONGS, 2022c)








































